
 
 

 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

 
 
RE: 

March 2026 

Mobile Food Unit Owner(s) 

Police Chief 
City MGR 

MOBILE FOOD UNIT (FOOD TRUCK) LICENSING 

In February 2026 the City Council adopted an ordinance establishing, among other 
things, rules, regulations, and procedures to allow for Mobile Food Units within the 
City of Perham. 

Following you will find: 

• Application for Mobile Food Unit (Food Truck) Permit/License; 
• Mobile Food Unit Checklist; 
• Certificate of Minnesota Workers’ Compensation Insurance Form; 
• Copy of City Code, Chapter 111, regulating mobile food trucks; 
• Approved mobile food unit parking areas; 
 

Fees for 2026 are: 

• Calendar Year $300; OR 
• Temporary $100 (up to 5 consecutive days, with no limit as to the number of 

requests for a Temporary Permit/License); OR 
• Daily (up to 3 days annually) license $30 per day. 

Several members of City staff must review the required information application packet, 
including the Police Chief and Zoning Administrator, please allow up to two weeks for 
the approval of your license once you have submitted your application packet to City 
Hall. 

Questions should be directed to the Zoning Administrator at 218-346-4455. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
125 2nd Avenue Northeast | P O Box 130 | Perham MN 56573 | 218.346.4455 Telephone 
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125 Second Avenue Northeast 
P O Box 130 

Perham MN 56573 
(218) 346 4455 

APPLICATION FOR MOBILE FOOD UNIT (FOOD TRUCK) PERMIT/LICENSE 
 

Name of applicant(s):   

Address:   
 

Email Address:     

Telephone No.:   Mobile No.:   

Legal/Corporate Name:    

Trade Name (DBA):    

Federal Identification No.:   State Identification No.:   

Business Address and Mailing Address (if different than applicants address):   
 

Check One: 
* Unlimited   *Limited License:   
* Unlimited Renewal   *Daily License: ______ 

• Exact Dates (Limited 5 days: Daily 3 days): 
 
Required with Submittal: 
 

 
 

• Copy of each related license or permit issued by Ottertail County OR State of 
Minnesota required to operate a Mobile Food Unit. 

 • Certificate of liability insurance (as required per Ordinance) 
_______ • Copy of Valid Identification 

• Certificate of Compliance Minnesota Workers Compensation Law form. 
 • A copy of the site plan including: 

o Description of Mobile Food Unit (site plan/dimensions); 
o How many on or off-street parking spaces the Mobile Food Unit will occupy; 
o Location(s) to be set up (signed permission if on private property). 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 

By placing my initials below I acknowledge: 

That I will comply with all State, County, and Local Laws, including but not 
limited to: Workers' Compensation, Sales Tax, Licensing, Permitting, 
Registration, and all applicable Zoning guidelines.  

No work/sales have been done under this license/permit prior to all required 
items being submitted with this application to the City of Perham. I further 
acknowledge that failure to supply this information may jeopardize or delay the 
processing of my license/permit issuance or renewal. 
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I have received a copy of the Ordinance of the City of Perham regarding 
Mobile Food Units. 

This license/permit shall expire on December 31st following the date of issue. 
Trailer Information: 

Plate No.:   Size: Length   X Width   
Hold Harmless: 

As a Mobile Food Unit operating on City of Perham property, including public rights-of-way, I 
shall hold harmless the City of Perham, its officers, and employees, and shall defend and 
indemnify the City of Perham and its officers and employees for any claims for damage to 
property or injury to person which may be occasioned by any activity carried on under the 
terms of this license. 

Name (Printed):    

Signature of Applicant:    

Date:   

 
I hereby submit this application for a Mobile Food Unit license/permit; and I will follow all 
provisions stated and in accordance with the provisions stated in the City Code of the City of 
Perham. I understand violations of this City Code or conditions of this license/permit may 
lead to suspension, revocation, or denial of renewal of this or any future Mobile Food Unit 
license/permit. I also understand any violation of the City Code or provision of any 
license/permit is a misdemeanor and may be prosecuted criminally. 

Name (Printed):    

Signature of Applicant:    

Date:   

 

City Use Only: 

Application received:   

Permit No.:   Paid On:   

 
Police Chief Approval:   Date:   

Accounting Clerk:   Date:   

City Manager/Zoning Administrator:   Date:   

Conditions, if any:   
 



 
 

 

Applicant Name:   

Business Name:    

Address:    

Telephone Number:    

Mobile Food Unit Check-List 
This Checklist is to provide information to the City in case of emergency. This information will help assist first responders 

and anyone else who may 
 
Exterior 
 

1. Truck/Trailer Contains 
 Propane 
 Natural Gas 

 
2. Propane Tank Size (Max 200 lbs) 

 20 lb.    30 lb. 
 40 lb.    100 lb. 

 
3. Propane piping protected from damage 

 Yes 
 Does not meet requirements:  

 
4. Propane tanks properly secured 

 Yes 
 Does not meet requirements:  

 
5. Electrical Connections 

 Clean and Damage Free 
 Does not meet requirements:  

 
6. Generator 

 Location:  
 

7. Generator separated from nearby combustibles 
 Yes 
 Does not meet requirements:  

 
8. Fuel Can Storage 

 Location:  
 

9. Fuel Can Storage 
 Yes (Minimum of 3 ft away from heat producing device) 
 Does not meet requirements:  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Interior 

Mobile Food Unit Inspection Check-List 

 
1. Hold and ducts clean of grease 

o Yes 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
2. Ansel System Serviced and Tagged 

o Yes Date:  
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
3. Fire Extinguisher Serviced and Tagged 

o Yes Date:  
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
4. Type K Fire Extinguisher (Cooking with grease) 

o Yes 
o Does not meet requirements:  
o N/A 

 
5. Overloaded electrical outlets 

o No 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
6. Power Strips in proper use 

o Yes 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
7. Gas monitor detection 

o Yes 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
8. Storage 

o Neat and orderly 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 
9. Exit 

o Clear of obstructions 
o Does not meet requirements:  

 



 
 

 

Per 2020 Minnesota State Fire Code 
 
 
 

1. A commercial ventilation hood is required if grease-laden vapors are produced. (319.4) 
 

2. A commercial ventilation hood is required to be sprinkled. (319.4.1) 
 

3. A 2A:10BC portable fire extinguisher is required. (319.4.2) 
 

4. Cooking oil tank 120 gallon maximum, “listed”, and vented- normal and emergency. (319.6) 
 

5. Propane tank maximum 200 lbs. and “restrained”. (319.8.2) 

6. Propane piping protected from damage. (319.8.4) 
 

7. “Listed” propane alarm is required. (319.8.5) 
 

8. Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) requirements. (319.9) 
 

9. Hood and ducts are kept clean of grease. (319.10.1) 
 

10. Fire protection systems maintained operable condition per 901.6. (319.6.2) 

11. Propane container inspected annually by an approved inspection agency registered with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. (319.10.3) 
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Title 

Effective date 

Business telephone number 

 Reset  
 
Certificate of Compliance 

Minnesota Workers’ Compensation Law 
This form must be completed by the business license applicant. 

 
Print in ink or type 
Minnesota Statutes § 176.182 requires every state and local licensing agency to withhold the issuance or renewal of a license or 
permit to operate a business in Minnesota until the applicant presents acceptable evidence of compliance with the workers' 
compensation insurance coverage requirement of Minn. Stat. chapter 176. If the required information is not provided or is falsely 
stated, it shall result in a $2,000 penalty assessed against the applicant by the commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry. 
A valid workers’ compensation policy must be kept in effect at all times by employers as required by law. 

 

License or certificate number (if applicable) Alternate telephone number 
 

Business name (Provide the legal name of the business entity. If the business is a sole proprietor or partnership, provide the owner’s 
name(s), for example John Doe, or John Doe and Jane Doe.) 

 
DBA (“doing business as” or “also known as” an assumed name), if applicable 

 
Business address (must be physical street address, no P.O. boxes) City State ZIP code 

County Email address 

You must complete number 1 or 2 below. 
Note: You must resubmit this form to the authority issuing your license if any of the information you have provided changes. 

1.  I have a workers’ compensation insurance policy. 
Insurance company name (not the insurance agent) 

 
Policy number Expiration date 

 
 I am self-insured for workers’ compensation. (Attach a copy of the authorization to self-insure from the Minnesota 

Department of Commerce; see www.mn.gov/commerce/industries/insurance/licensing/self-insurance.) 
 

2. I am not required to have workers’ compensation insurance because: 
 I only use independent contractors and do not have employees. (See Minn. Stat. § 176.043 for trucking and messenger 

courier industries; Minn. Stat. § 181.723, subd. 4, for building construction; and Minnesota Rules chapter 5224 for other 
industries.) 

 I do not use independent contractors and have no employees. (See Minn. Stat. § 176.011, subd. 9, for the definition 
of an employee.) 

 I use independent contractors and I have employees who are not required to be covered by the workers’ 
compensation law. (Explain below.) 

 I only have employees who are not required to be covered by the workers’ compensation law. (Explain below.) (See 
Minn. Stat. § 176.041 for a list of excluded employees.) 

 

I certify the information provided on this form is accurate and complete. If I am signing on behalf of a business, I certify I am 
authorized to sign on behalf of the business. 

 

Print name 
 

Applicant signature (required) Date 
 

If you have questions about completing this form or to request this form in Braille, large print or audio, call (651) 284-5032 or 
1-800-342-5354. 

Explain why your employees are not required to be covered 

http://www.mn.gov/commerce/industries/insurance/licensing/self-insurance.)
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Spectrum Marketing Services � Rev. 5/05 
 
 
 
 
 

§ 111.01  DEFINITIONS. 
 
   Except as may otherwise be provided or clearly implied by context, all terms shall be given 
their commonly accepted definitions.  For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions 
shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 
  
  PEDDLER.  A person who goes from house-to-house, door-to-door, business-to-business, 
street-to- street, or any other type of place-to-place, for the purpose of offering for sale, 
displaying, or exposing for sale,  selling or attempting to sell, and delivering immediately upon 
sale, the goods, wares, products, merchandise, or other personnel property that the person is 
carrying or otherwise transporting.  The term PEDDLER shall mean the same as the term 
hawker. 
 
   PERSON.  Any natural individual, group, organization, corporation, partnership, or 
association.  As applied to groups, organizations, corporations, partnerships, and associations, 
the term shall include each member, officer, partner, associate, agent, or employee. 
 
   REGULAR BUSINESS DAY.  Any day during which the City Hall is normally open for the 
purpose of conducting public business.  Holidays defined by state law shall not be counted as 
regular business days. 
 
   SOLICITOR.  A person who goes from house-to-house, door-to-door, business-to-business, 
street- to-street, or any other type of place-to-place, for the purpose of obtaining or attempting to 
obtain orders for goods, wares, products, merchandise, other personal property, or services of 
which he or she may be carrying or transporting samples, or that may be described in a catalog or 
by other means, and for which delivery or performance shall occur at a later time.  The absence 
of samples or catalogs shall not remove a person from the scope of this provision if the actual 
purpose of the person’s activity is to obtain or attempt to obtain orders as discussed above.  The 
term shall mean the same as the term “canvasser.” 
  
  TRANSIENT MERCHANT.  A person who temporarily sets up business out of a vehicle, 
trailer, boxcar, tent, other portable shelter, or empty store front for the purpose of exposing or 
displaying for sale, selling or attempting to sell, and delivering, goods, wares, products, 
merchandise, or other personal property and who does not remain or intend to remain in any one 
location for more than 14 consecutive days. 
 
MOBILE FOOD UNIT.  A food and beverage service establishment that is a vehicle mounted 
unit, such as: 
 

1. Motorized or trailer, operating no more than twenty-one (21) days annually at any one 
place with the approval of the regulatory authority, as defined in Minnesota Rules, part 

javascript:void(0)
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4626.0020, subpart 70; and a self-contained unit, in which food is stored, cooked, and 
prepared for direct sale to the consumer. 

 
2. Operated in conjunction with a permanent business licensed under Chapter 157 or 

Chapter 128A of the Minnesota State Statutes at the site of the permanent business by the 
same individual or company, and readily movable, without disassembling, for transport to 
another location, and a self-contained unit, in which food is stored, cooked, and prepared 
for direct sale to the consumer. 
 

3. Food Cart: A food and beverage service establishment that is a non-motorized vehicle 
self-propelled by the operator. 
 

4. Ice Cream Truck: A motor vehicle utilized as the point of retail sales of pre-wrapped or 
prepackaged ice cream, frozen yogurt, frozen custard, or similar frozen dessert products. 

 
§ 111.02  EXCEPTIONS TO DEFINITIONS. 

 
   (A)   For the purpose of the requirements of this chapter, the terms PEDDLER, SOLICITOR, 
TRANSIENT MERCHANT, and MOBILE FOOD UNIT shall not apply to any person selling 
or attempting to sell at wholesale any goods, wares, products, merchandise, or other personal 
property to a retailer of the items being sold by the wholesaler.  The terms also shall not apply to 
any person who makes initial contacts with other people for the purpose of establishing or trying 
to establish a regular customer delivery route for the delivery of perishable food and dairy 
products such as baked goods and milk, nor shall they apply to any person making deliveries of 
perishable food and dairy products to the customers on his or her established regular delivery 
route. 
  
  (B)   Persons conducting the type of sales commonly known as garage sales, rummage sales, or 
estate sales,  shall be exempt from the definitions of PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT 
MERCHANTS, and MOBILE FOOD UNITS as shall be anyone conducting an auction as a 
properly licensed auctioneer, or any officer of the court conducting a court-ordered 
sale.  Exemption from the definitions for the scope of this chapter shall not excuse any person 
from complying with any other applicable statutory provision or local ordinance. 
 
   (C)   Charitable organizations, and representatives thereof, duly registered under the laws of 
Minnesota as set forth in Minnesota State Statutes, Sections 309.50-309.61 or those specifically 
exempt from registration under the provisions thereof, including but not limited to schools, 
scouts, organized youth athletic leagues, social, fraternal, educational or related organizations 
and their representatives shall be exempt from the definitions of PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, 
TRANSIENT MERCHANTS, and MOBILE FOOD UNITS. 
 

§ 111.03  REGISTRATION. 
 
   All solicitors, peddlers transient merchants, and Mobile Food Units shall be required to register 
with the city and pay fees determined by resolution of the City Council.  Registration shall be at 
the Perham City Hall on a form supplied by the city. If registration is denied, suspended, or 

javascript:void(0)
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revoked, appeals may be made to the City Council. 
 

A. Mobile Food Units (MFUs). Mobile Food Units (MFUs) are required to meet the 
additional following standards: 
 
1. MFU licenses issued by the City require approval from the City Manager. Licenses 

are issued on an annual basis and permit MFUs to operate at locations in the 
community determined by resolution during the course of the year, not to exceed 
more than five (5) consecutive days at any one location.  

2. MFUs must be licensed by the Minnesota Health Department and must adhere to   
      State regulations for food trucks as provided in Food Code Chapter 4626.1860  
      Mobile Food Establishments; Seasonal Temporary Food Stands; Seasonal 
      Permanent Food Stands. Evidence of the State license must be provided to the 
      City as part of the local license application. 
3. With the exception of MFUs serving special events for public, instructional, or non-

profit uses, or churches sites in residential zoning districts, MFUs operations are 
limited to the business and industrial districts specified by City Council Resolution. 
Ice cream trucks may operate in all zoning districts. 

4. MFUs  located on private property must provide written consent from the property 
owner. Private properties must have a principal structure and use. They may host 
MFUs for eighty-four (84) days of the calendar year, non-consecutively, and no 
single MFU shall operate at the site for more than five (5) consecutive days at a time. 

5. MFUs may be located in areas determined by resolution of the City Council, and ice 
cream trucks are allowed to operate within the public right-of-way in all districts but 
cannot be parked in one spot for more than one (1) hour. 

6. MFU sites shall be kept in a neat and orderly manner, and shall adhere to the 
following site and operational requirements: 

a. Trash and/or recycling collection and clean-up must be provided. 
b. MFUs must provide independent power supply which is screened from view. 

Generators are permitted if under 70 decibels. 
c. MFUs may not maintain or use outside sound amplifying equipment, 

televisions, or other similar visual entertainment devices, or noisemakers such 
as bells, horns, or whistles. Ice cream trucks may have outdoor music or 
noise-making devices to announce their presence. 

d. MFUs cannot obstruct the movement of pedestrians or vehicles or pose a 
hazard to public safety. 

e. MFUs shall be located on an asphalt or concrete surface. The City may waive 
the MFU site surfacing requirements when the license is approved for 
operation within a park or otherwise determined by resolution. 

f. MFUs shall be allowed to set up one hour prior to conducting food vending 
and shall exit from site within one hour of the close of conducting food 
vending.  

g. MFUs may not be located within one hundred (100) feet of existing 
restaurants or coffee shops, as measured from the MFU to the entrance of a 
food service building unless authorized for a community event. 
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h. MFUs may not be located within five hundred (500) feet of a City permitted 
special event, unless authorized by the event organizer or on private property.  

i. MFUs must close during adverse weather conditions when shelter is not 
provided. 

j. MFUs are not permitted to operate between the hours of ten o’clock (10:00) 
P.M. and seven o’clock (7:00) A.M. unless allowed for special event and 
organizer. 

7. Ice cream truck vendors are required to undergo a criminal background check prior to 
operating in the community, at the cost of the applicant. 

8. If MFU sites are found to be in non-compliance with any conditions of the Ordinance, 
the City reserves the right to revoke the MFU transient merchant license. 

 
§ 111.04  PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES. 

 
   No peddler, solicitor, transient merchant, or Mobile Food Unit shall conduct business in any of 
the following manners: 
 
   (A)   Calling attention to his or her business or items to be sold by means of blowing any horn 
or whistle, ringing any bell, crying out, or by any other noise, so as to be unreasonably audible 
within an enclosed structure. 
 
   (B)   Obstructing the free flow of either vehicular or pedestrian traffic on any street, alley, 
sidewalk, or other public right-of-way. 
 
   (C)   Conducting business in a way as to create a threat to the health, safety, and welfare of any 
individual or the general public. 
 
   (D)   Conducting business before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m.   
 
   (E)   Failing to provide proof of license or registration, and identification, when requested; or 
using the license or registration of another person. 
 
   (F)   Making any false or misleading statements about the product or service being sold, 
including untrue statements of endorsement.  No peddler, solicitor, or transient merchant shall 
claim to have the endorsement of the city solely based on the city having issued a license or 
certificate of registration to that person. 
 
   (G)   Remaining on the property of another when requested to leave, or to otherwise conduct 
business in a manner a reasonable person would find obscene, threatening, intimidating, or 
abusive. 
 
Penalty, see § 10.99 
 

§ 111.05  EXCLUSION BY PLACARD. 
 
   No peddler, solicitor, transient merchant, or mobile food unit, unless invited to do so by the 

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=minnesota%28perham_mn%29$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%2710.99%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_10.99
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property owner or tenant, shall enter the property of another for the purpose of conducting 
business as a peddler, solicitor, or transient merchant when the property is marked with a sign or 
placard at least four inches long and four inches wide with print of at least 48 point in size stating 
“No Peddlers, Solicitors, Transient Merchants, or Mobile Food Unit” or “Peddlers, Solicitors, 
Transient Merchants, or Mobile Food Units Prohibited,” or other comparable statement.  No 
person other than the property owner or tenant shall remove, deface, or otherwise tamper with 
any sign or placard under this section. 
 
Penalty, see § 10.99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=minnesota%28perham_mn%29$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%2710.99%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_10.99
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Allowable MFU locations: 
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Arvig Park: 

 
 
Arvig Park/Dog Park: 
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Disk Golf/Pickleball: 

 
 
4th St/5th Ave NW: 
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8th Ave SW: 

 
 
2nd St SW: June, July, August ONLY 
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2nd St SE: 

 
 
 
6th Ave SE: 
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9th Ave NE:  
1st Ave NE: 
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Market Street: 
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